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committed. It is totally another thing to give arbitrary powers
to the authority to arrest persons without warrant and that too
on mere suspicion, What is happening now is to terrorize sus-
pects. Past experience shows that more innocent people are
punished than the guilty, whenever the Government has yielded
to panic. Everyone knows that by far the largest number of per-
sons punished in the Punjab in 19191 were totally innocent of
the crimes imputed to them. Whenever a government resorts to
arbitrary powers, it really means that it has not popular opinion
behind it.
Deshbandhu Das, by his work in the Bengal Council, has
shown that the Bengal Government has not the popular opinion
behind it.   The theory that he has set up a system of terrorism
must be rejected.    There is no evidence to support the charge.
You cannot win popular elections by   terrorism  nor   can you
hold a large party together by it.   There is something inherently
commendable to the people to make the Deshbandhu the un-
disputed master of his large party in Bengal.   The reason is on
the surface.  He Wants power for the people.   He does not bend
the knee to the rulers.   He is impatient to release Bengal and
India from the triple burden.  Let him sing another tune, let him
say he does not want freedom for the people, and he will lose
his influence in spite of the terrorism imputed to him. I have my
differences with the Deshbandhu, but they cannot blind me to
his burning patriotism or his great sacrifice.   He loves the coun-
try just as much as the best of us. His right-hand men have been
torn away from him.  They axe all men of status.   They enjoy the
confidence of the people.   Why should they not have an open,
fair and ordinary trial?  The summary arrest of such men under
extraordinary powers is the surest condemnation of the existing
system of Government.  It is wrong, it is uncivilized for a micros-
copic minority of men to live in the midst of millions under the
protection of the bayonet, gunpowder and arbitrary powers.   It
is no doubt a demonstration of their ability to impose their autho-
rity upon a people more numerous than they, but it is also a
demonstration of barbarism that lies beneath  a thin coating of
civilization.
To^ the Bengalis who are on their trial, I respectfully say:
:    If you are innocent, as I believe most of you are, your incar-
can,only do good to the country and yourselves, if you